
Frequently Requested Child Care
Information

Washington County's 467 square miles form a major
industrial and transportation hub in Western
Maryland.  Hagerstown, the County seat, is Maryland's
sixth largest city. Fifty-six percent (56%) of the
County's population is considered to live in an
urbanized area, with the remainder residing in a rural
farm or non-farm environment.

Some 3,340 businesses employ 57,700 workers; 93
businesses employ 100 or more workers.  Major
employers include Home Depot Direct, Volvo
Powertrain North America, Citicorp Credit Services,
Review and Herald Publishing Association, Fleetwood
Travel Trailers, Good Humor-Breyer's Ice Cream,
FedEx Ground, First Data Merchant Services, 
Certain Teed Corporation, Phoenix Color Corporation,
Staples Distribution, Rayloc, and D.M. Bowman, Inc.

Source: Maryland Department of Business and Economic Development (DBED) 2006-2007

APPLES for Children, Inc., the Maryland Child Care
Resource Network and Maryland Committee for Children,
Inc. are co-publishers of this Washington County Report for
the Network's Maryland Child Care Demographics Report
series.  The series includes reports for the State, for each of
Maryland's 23 counties and the City of Baltimore.
This publication was produced as a work for hire for the benefit of, and with funds
from, the Maryland State Department of Education.

Child Population 2000

Age Group Number in age group

0-1 3,219

2-4 4,889

5-9 8,672

10-11 3,610

Total 20,390

Source: Maryland Department of Planning (MDP), 2000 Census Summary File 1.

Number of Washington Children under 12 with
Mothers in the Work Force1

16,205 – 75%2 of total 2007 child population under 12
(21,606).

1Source: MCC/LOCATE: Child Care. 2Percent based on 2000 census data. Total
population number based on GeoLytics, Inc. Estimate Professional 2006/2011.
Data is not directly comparable to earlier reports.

Maryland Child Care Resource Network

APPLES for Children, Inc.

Child Care Costs as Compared to Other Major
Household Expenses

The estimated current median family income in
Washington is $62,6816. A family of four that included a
couple and two children ages 1-2 and 3-5 years can be
expected to have the following yearly household expenses:

Expense
Cost % of Income

Child Care $11,844  19.0%
Infant1 $6,177.08 
Preschooler2 $5,666.44

Food3 $ 8,923  14.2%

Housing4 $11,868  18.9%

Taxes5 $14,806  23.6%

Total $47,441  75.6%

1Average cost of full-time care in a family child care home (LOCATE, 2007).
2Average cost of full-time care in a child care center (LOCATE, 2007). 3National
average cost of food at home based on a moderate cost plan (Cost of Food at
Home Estimated for Food Plans at Four Cost Level, September 2007, U.S. Average,
United States Department of Agriculture). 4Based on U.S. Bureau of the Census
2000 median selected owner costs with a mortgage; included mortgage, taxes,
insurance and utilities. 5Federal, state, and local income taxes, Medicare, and FICA
taxes per IRS and Maryland Office of the Comptroller (2007). Taxes do not reflect
Earned Income Credit. 6Current income based on 2006 American Community
Survey census data. This data can not be compared to previous data.

Average Weekly Cost of Full-time Child Care

Washington County
Family Child Child 

Care Programs Care Centers

0-23 months $118.79 $ 197.71

2-5 years $ 98.60 $ 108.97

School Age* $ 89.21 $ 104.00

Source: MCC/LOCATE: Child Care, 7/07.
* Family child care provider, center or school-based settings for school age children
licensed by the Office of Child Care; programs offered before and/or after school
hours and during school holidays and vacation.
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Male Population (selected ages)

Age Group 19951 20002

20-24 5,391 4,382

25-29 5,859 4,902

30-34 6,129 5,686

Total 17,379 14,970

1Source: MDP Population Projections 7/97. Spread of ages by LOCATE: Child Care
2MDP Census 2000 Summary File 1.

Households

1990 2000

Total household population 113,345 122,503

Total # of households 44,762 49,726

Average household size 2.53 2.53

Source: Census 2000 Summary File 1. Produced by the Maryland Department of
Planning, Planning Data Services. 

Child Population1

1990 2000

Washington Maryland Washington Maryland

0-3 years 4,789 216,136 4,827 209,218

3-4 years 3,304 141,682 3,281 144,175

5 years 1,629 69,456 1,676 74,546

6-9 years 6,195 262,917 6,996 316,772

10-11 years 3,097 124,328 3,610 162,481

Total 19,014 814,519 20,390 907,192

1Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census Summary Tape File 1A (STF 1A), 1990, 2000
Censuses. Age breakdowns prepared by MCC.

Total Population

Washington Maryland

2000 131,923 5,296,486

1995 127,401 5,046,079

1990 121,393 4,780,753

1980 113,086 4,216,975

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census Summary Tape File 1A (STF 1A), 2000, 1990, 1980
Censuses of Population and Housing and Maryland Department of Planning Data
Services, Revisions, 6/95.

Female Population (selected ages)

Age Group 19951 20002

20-24 3,727 3,250

25-29 4,303 3,886

30-34 4,907 4,537

Total 12,937 11,673

1Source: MDP Population Projections 7/97. 

2MDP Census 2000 Summary File 1.

Work Force Information
Total Population Ages 16+ in Work Force

Washington Maryland

1990
Female 26,373 1,238,003
Male 32,996 1,401,893

2000
Female 29,878 1,351,034
Male 33,836 1,418,491

Change
Female 13.3%(+) 9.1%(+)
Male 2.5%(+) 1.2%(+)

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census. Prepared by MDP, April 2002
based on STF 3A.

Females (16+) with Children

Age Group 2000 1990 Change

Total females (16+)
with children under 6 3,812 6,804 44.0%(-)

Total females (16+)
with children under 6
in the work force 2,610 4,137 36.9%(-)

Total females (16+)
with children 6-17 8,318 7,919 5.0%(+)

Total females (16+)
with children 6-17
in the work force 6,682 5,982 11.7%(+)

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2000 census. Prepared by MDP, April 2002 based
on STF 3A.
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Families and Poverty

1990 % 2000 % %Change

All Families 32,581 100% 34,092 100% 4.6%(+)

Families Below
Poverty Level 2,330 7.2% 2,386 7.0% 2.4%(+)

All Families
w/Children 
Under 6** 6,220 100% 3,619 N/A* N/A*

Families 
w/Children 
Under 5 Below
Poverty Level 777 12.5% 1,056 N/A* 35.9%(+)

All Families
w/Children 
Under 18 15,575 100% 15,599 100% 0.1%(-)

Families 
w/Children 
Under 18 Below
Poverty Level 1,606 10.3% 1,767 11.4% 10.0%(+)

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census. Prepared by MDP, May 2002 based
on STF 1, STF 3A. Measurements of poverty status are based in income received
from the previous year.
*Comparable data not available from 1990 Census.
**Data collected in 1990 was for children under 5.

Children and Poverty

1990 % 2000 % %Change

Total Related 
Children 
Under 18 26,997 100% 28,128 100% 4.2%(+)

Total Children 
Under 18 Below 
Poverty Level 3,345 12.4% 3,902 13.9% 16.7%(+)

Total Related 
Children 
Under 5 8,019 100% 7,291 100% 9.1%(-)

Total Children 
Under 5 Below 
Poverty Level 1,175 14.7% 1,410 19.3% 20.0%(+)

Total Related 
Children 5-17 18,978 100% 20,837 100% 9.8%(+)

Total Children 
5-17 Below 
Poverty Level 2,170 11.4% 2,492 12.0% 14.8%(+)

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census. Prepared by MDP, August 2002
based on STF 3A. Measurements of poverty status are based in income received
from the previous year.

Families

Washington
Total # of All Total # of All
Families With Families With
Related Children Related Children

Total Under Age 6 Under Age 18

1990 32,581 6,220** 15,575

2000 34,092 3,619 15.559

Change 4.6%(+) N/A* .9%(-)

Maryland
Total # of All Total # of All
Families With Families With
Related Children Related Children

Total Under Age 6 Under Age 18

1990 1,256,327 281,342** 649,622

2000 1,359,318 150,011 662,172

Change 8.2%(+) N/A* 1.9%(-)

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1990 and 2000 Censuses. Prepared by MDP,
April 2002 based on Summary tape File 3A (STF 3A). See “Census of Population
and Housing” in definitions section for additional information.
* Comparable data not available for 1990 Census.
**Data collected in 1990 was for children under 5.

Educational Attainment

%Adult %Adult
Pop. Over Pop. Over

Washington 25 Yrs Maryland 25 Yrs

High School
Grad or 
Higher 70,301 77.8% 2,930,509 83.8%

Associate 
Degree 5,066 5.6 186,186 5.3%

Bachelor’s
Degree or
Higher 13,224 14.6% 1,099,360 31.4%

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2000. Prepared by MDP, April 2002 based on 
STF 3A.
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